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in proportion. Here also the Saguené falls impetu-
ously into the river St. Lawrence; and with the
rising tides the St. Lawrence fills it so rapidly that,
after many observations, it has been remarked that
during flood-tide it is high water at Tadoussac and
Chekoutimi within about a quarter of an hour of
the same time, although the distance is nearly
30 leagues. It is not surprising that this should
happen, in spite of the distance.

The Saguené being nearly a league wide at certain
parts of its mouth, and so deep that it cannot be
sounded, the flood-tide, entering with excessive
rapidity,—as if into a chasm with a wider entrance,—
pushes back the descending waters with great force.
Accordingly, as these are forced back in succession,
it is high tide at Chekoutimi—where the bottom is
shallower, and the bed of the river narrower—
almost at the same time as at Tadoussac, where the
water rises more slowly, and where a greater volume
is needed to fill the deep bays there, and the full
breadth of the river, which is more than 8 or 10
leagues wide at that place.

The mountains between which the Saguené runs
are so high and so steep that the largest trees on
their summits do not appear from below to be thicker
than one’s leg; and about 7 o'clock in the evening
in summer, if one be at all near the shore on the
south side, or unless one be far out, it is difficult to
read in a canoe. In some of the clefts of the rocks,
where the sun never shines, are many veins of very
fine and very white saltpeter. Hardly a spring
passes without some landslides happening through
natural causes; and the noise they make is louder
than the report of a cannon, while they diffuse in the



